GLENCORE

4 October 2024

Queensland Law Reform Commission

PO Box 13312

Brisbane, QLD 4003
LawReform.Commission@justice.gld.gov.au

To whom it may concern,

RE: Response to the Queensland Law Reform Commission’s consultation paper on
‘Reimagining decision-making processes for Queensland mining’.

Glencore Coal Australia (Glencore) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission on
the Queensland Law Reform Commission’s consultation papers reviewing the mining lease
objections process and involvement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. A
mining lease is one of the key approvals required for Glencore to undertake its mining
operations in Queensland. Having a certain, transparent, and efficient approval and
objection process is critical to the business and for the public interest of Queenslanders.

Glencore is one of Australia’s most diversified mining companies and we have been
investing in Australia for more than 25 years. We are one of Australia's largest producers of
coal, metals and minerals which are used all over the world. Glencore is a responsible
operator. We place significant importance on protecting our people, respecting the
environment, being valued by the communities we were operate and acting with integrity.

Last year the Glencore coal business made a total direct economic contribution in
Queensland of $7.7 billion. Our coal operations employed over 4,000 people and we spent
$4.2 billion on goods and services working with 2,270 suppliers. Our Queensland coal
business paid $3 billion in taxes and royalties.

Overview of Glencore Position

This section provides an overview of Glencore's position on the key aspects of the mining
lease objections process.

(@) In general, Glencore supports the current mining lease objection process in
Queensland. Whilst there is scope for improvement that would achieve efficiencies,
streamlining and reduce duplication, Glencore considers the existing fundamental
steps in the objection process to be appropriate for new mining leases that are

above a certain trigger threshold.

(b) A clear notification process calling for objections to be lodged by a certain date is a
key feature of the current mining lease application process and should remain in any
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on land used for certain purposes, which involves an entirely separate approval
process, in addition to a mining lease and an environmental authority, creates
unnecessary duplication in the overall approval process for a mine, as well as
creating inefficiencies and additional costs and time. Glencore considers that either
exempting mining activities that are authorised under a mining lease or integrating
this approval as part of the mining lease application process would improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of the approvals process.

Response to the Queensland Law Reform Commission’s consultation paper on ‘Valuing
the perspectives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

Glencore reiterates that it is committed to working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples in a meaningful and respectful manner which brings mutually acceptable
engagement and benefits to both parties. Further, as outlined above, Glencore currently
has agreements and or commitments, where applicable with the traditional owners of the
land in respect of its Queensland mining activities.

Glencore supports the existing mechanisms in place for engagement between resource
companies and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples that currently apply under the
NT Act and the ACH Act. The new proposed process outlined in the consultation papers,
would add an additional mechanism that has the ability to, is likely to lead to increased
complexity, conflict and duplication in engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. The existing legislation already mandates engagement with certain
parties that have obtained standing under that legislation, has specific negotiation
processes that are required to be followed, and specific dispute resolution procedures if
agreements cannot be reached. Introducing another body and forum for addressing similar
issues introduces the risk of additional complexity and conflict that does not currently exist.

Conclusion

In closing, Glencore confirms that in general, it is supportive of the current mining lease
objection process in Queensland whilst recognising that there is scope for improvement as
set out in this submission. Thank you for your consideration of this submission.

Your sincerely,

Deputy General Counsel
Glencore Coal Australia
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