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Non-fatal strangulation: Section 315A review

Timeline of reforms and developments in Queensland

The Women's Safety
and Justice Taskforce
notes that strangulation
can be difficult to prove
because of the lack of
visible injuries in many
cases and highlights the
over-representation of
Aboriginal peoples and

The Queensland
Sentencing Advisory
Council recommends the
non-fatal strangulation
offence be included in a
reformed ‘serious offences

Coronial inquest into the
death of Tracey Ann Beale
recommends review of

Special Taskforce on
Domestic and Family

Violence recommends
a standalone non-fatal
strangulation offence

s 315A and that the
Attorney-General consider a
public awareness campaign

Torres Strait Islander
peoples in non-fatal
strangulation cases

scheme’ under the
Penalties and Sentences
Act 1992

2015 2018 2021 2022
2015 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024
The Criminal Law Non-fatal The Domestic and The Criminal Code The Queensland Audit

(Domestic Violence)
Amendment Bill
(No 2) 2015
introduces the non-
fatal strangulation
offence

strangulation
offence in s 315A
of the Criminal
Code commences

Family Violence Death
Review and Advisory
Board recommends
that first responders,
medical professionals,
other service
providers and legal
practitioners should
receive comprehensive
training on non-fatal
strangulation

(Choking in Domestic
Settings) and Another
Act Amendment Bill
unsuccessfully seeks to
amend s 315A

Office finds that around
51% of non-fatal
strangulation charges
have resulted in a
conviction

The Criminal Justice
Legislation (Sexual
Violence and Other
Matters) Amendment Act
2024 introduces a non-
exhaustive definition of
‘chokes, ‘suffocates’ and
‘strangles’ in s 315A
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