
Legal framework for a decriminalised sex-work industry  
based on safety, health and fairness

Licensing

Prostitution 
Licensing Authority

No sex-work 
licensing

Prostitution Licensing 
Authority abolished

Planning and  
local laws

State and local  
governments

All sex-work 
businesses 

integrated into 
planning framework

Home-based sex 
work treated like 

other home-based 
businesses

No sex-work-
specific local laws or 

prohibitions 

Advertising

e.g. Ad Standards 
Australia

Same laws, codes 
and standards as all 

advertising

No sex-work-specific 
advertising offences

Discrimination and 
human rights

Queensland Human 
Rights Commission

Stronger protection 
from unfair 

discrimination for all 
sex workers

No special 
exemptions allowing 

discrimination against 
sex workers

Public health

Queensland Health

Same public health 
laws for everyone

No sex-work-specific 
health offences

Work laws, health 
and safety

e.g. Workplace 
Health and Safety 

Queensland

Same work laws and 
rights for everyone, 

including work health 
and safety

Industry-specific 
work health and 
safety guidelines

No sex-work-specific 
workplace offences

Criminal law

Queensland  
Police Service

No sex-work-specific 
criminal offences 
or police powers 

against consensual 
adult sexual activity

Can work alone or 
with others

Can use safety 
strategies

Serious penalties for 
those who coerce 
others or involve 

children

New framework supported by education, training and other measures
Decriminalisation laws reviewed between 4 and 5 years (no earlier and no later) after taking effect
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